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Ladies basketball season ends early 


Season comes to a 
premature end, finish 
season 0-5 


By MATT GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


. The Northern Essex women's 
basketball team announced it 
would be canceling the rest of its 
2012/13 season. 

Reasons varied, but include 
girls needing time to tend to 
injury, tend to their children and 
working at their jobs. 

The NECC Knights, who fin- 
ished their season 0-5, made 
strides toward the end of the sea- 
son before being canceled. 
Despite the record, Northern 
Essex featured impressive play- 
ers, such as center Jessica Goulet 
and former Rivier University 
guard Maeve Hurley. 

Goulet was the team's leader 
in points, rebounds and blocks, 
quickly becoming a force in the 
front court for the Knights. 
Goulet averaged 9 points, 7.8 
rebounds and 3.8 blocks on the 
season. Hurley, who was juggling 


academics, basketball and raising 
her son, was averaging 7.7 
points-per-game before the can- 
cellation. ; 

Head coach Jim Gayton's 
squad had a lot of ups and downs 
throughout their five games. 
After dropping their season open- 
er against Massassoit Community 
College 75-23, the ladies 
improved both offensively and 
defensively, losing to 
Quinsigamond 42-32. In that 
game, Goulet led the team with 
13 points while Hurley added 11 
of her own. Hurley shot 3 of 4 
from behind the 3-point line in 
the game. : 

The premature end to the sea- 
son also ends Aja Metcalf's career 
at Northern Essex. Metcalf was 
the lone player to return from last 
year's squad, and proved to be an 
asset at point guard. Earlier in the 
season, Goulet spoke highly of 
Metcalf. “Knowing she can han- 
dle the ball is good for us,” 
Goulet said, “She has done 
great.” 

Other players on the Knights 
squad were forwards Kaila 
Nicholson, Kayla Bernadini and 
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Jessica Goulet was a power in the at center for the Knights, who had to cancel 
the remainder of their season. 


guard Jasmine Serrano. 

Athletic director Sue 
MacAvoy didn't take the decision 
lightly. “The girls that were here 
really wanted to play,’ MacAvoy 
said. “There were too many fac- 
tors even for the five who were 


there. Between daycare, having 
to work and coming back from 
injury. Four of the five had some- 
thing going on.” 

This was the first time that 
MacAvoy had to cancel a season, 
but MacAvoy is excited for the 


future for the women's basketball 
program. “It's not anything that is 
going to have a factor in the 
future years,” said MacAvoy. 
“This campus is crawling with 
talent.” 
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“All the President is, is a glorified pub- 
lic relations man who spends his time flat- 
tering, kissing, and kicking people to get 
them to do what they are supposed to do 
anyway.” 

Harry S. Truman (1884-1972), in a let- 
ter to his sister, 1947. 

Harry S. Truman was the 33rd presi- 
dent of the United States, from 1945-1953. 
He succeeded to the presidency as 
Frankilin D. Rooselvelt’s vice-president 
on April 12, 1945. He oversaw the end of 
World War Il, and the beginnning of 
increased tensions between The US and 
the Soviet Union, marking the start of the 
Cold War. 

As a US. senator, Truman headed the 
Senate Special Committee to Investigate 
the National Defense Program, commonly 
known as the Truman Committee, which 
brought him the national attention he 
needed to run as Roosevelt’s running 
mate. The Truman Committee was a bi- 
partisan special committee set up to find 
and correct problems of waste, war profit- 
ing and inefficiency in war time. With an 
original budget of $15,000 that was 
expanded to $360,000 over three years, 
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Editorial 


Presidential position 


the Truman Committee eventually saved 
the U.S. goverment $10 to $15 billion in 
military spending and thousands of lives 
of U.S. servicemen. It was arguably the 
most successful U.S. government 
investgative initiative of its time. Truman 
stepped down in August of 1944 to run as 
Roosevelt’s running mate. 

After that kind of success, it seems 
Truman may have been telling his sister he 
was slightly disappointed with the posi- 
tion of president of United States. As an 
investigater, I’m sure that “flattering, kiss- 
ing and kicking people” was not part of 
the job description. Needless to say, he 
stepped up to his position, and did what he 
felt needed to be done. 

As we watch our current president 
move into his second term, we don’t know 
what letters he may write or what kind of 
journal he may be keeping that at some 
point in the future may reveal some of his 
thoughts and fellings about the position he 
holds. 

Fifty-five years from now, it will be 
nice if we can say President Obama 
stepped up to his position, and did what 
needed to be done. 
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“T’d like to win the 
National Pacemaker 
Award.” 
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“T’m hoping to bring as 
much of the arts to stu- 
dents.” ing. 
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“To make Campus Life 
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“T’d like to excite our 
readers and be 
creative.” 


“My goal is to get an 


paper we can, and have online presence.” 
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Students take the bull by the horns 


Students make 
positive changes 


this semester 


By JESSICA PALMER 
OPINION EDITOR 


Students are beginning to 
get ready for the coming 
semester, buying books, get- 
ting supplies, and mentally 
‘preparing themselves for a 
new start. During the fall 
semester some students faced 
problems such as lacking the 
appropriate material for each 
class, not being time manage- 


ment savvy, and being unpre- 
pared with the workload from 
each course. By devising a 
plan to conquer your obsta- 
cles, you can start the spring 
semester with a positive out- 
look and a bright start. 

Dan McAndrew, a busi- 
ness transfer major, is prepar- 
ing himself by buying the 
necessary books for each 
class. “I want to get my books 
quicker so I can have the 
materials for the tests,” 
McAndrew said. Some stu- 
dents wait to buy their books, 
and are unprepared for the 
first day of classes. Having 
your books and supplies ready 
for class will allow you to be 


prepared for the first assign- 
ment, and will pave the way 
for the rest of the semester. 
Many students work as 
well as take classes here at 
NECC. Caroline Bernard, an 
elementary education major, 
is working around her sched- 
ule to ensure that she's on top 
of the game. “This semester 
I'm taking less morning class- 
es so I'll be more focused.” 
Bernard said. As we all know 
sometimes our schedules get 
the best of us, and choosing 
the right classes for our busy 
lives allows us to balance 
work, school, and a social life 
in a healthy, productive man- 
ner. Time management isn't 


an easy skill to obtain. But, 
making the right choices in 
developing your schedule is a 
step in the right direction. 
We all know that college it 
brings long nights of studying 
and a heavy workload. Many 
of us try to brace ourselves 
for future assignments, but do 
not know how. Zach Saba, a 
criminal justice major, decid- 
ed that he would learn from 
his last semester and serious- 
ly prepare himself for spring. 
“I'm just preparing for the 
next semester by reading as 
much as I can over break so 
I'm ready for the workload,” 
said Saba. Learning from 
what you didn't do and apply- 


ing what you know now can 
help save you when facing the 
new semester. 

Many students deal with 
their own setbacks, whether 
it's being unprepared, unor- 
ganized, or just lacking moti- 
vation, It is up to you to take 
the bull by the horns and 
make a change. Develop a 
plan that will work for you by 
either setting goals or realiz- 
ing what you have done 
wrong in previous semesters 
and make a change to ensure 
success. Having a rewarding 
semester depends on how far 
you are willing to push your- 
self to obtain it. 


Diversify your social capital 


By THomMas SHAMMA 
Copy EpiTor 


It's a fair bet that you're on 

Facebook. Who isn't, right? And 

| maybe you're happy with the #1 con- 

temporary social network (as meas- 

ured by number of users). If you are, 

please keep reading anyway, for your 
friends’ sake. 

There's plenty of reasons not to be 
satisfied with Facebook - there's the 
way they filter your newsfeed, so no 
| matter what you can never get all your 
friends' posts, in the order they post 
them. There's the fact that they artifi- 
cially inflate the visibility of things 


like changes in relationship status, 
thereby pushing down other things 
you might care more about. 

Or maybe you're bothered by the 
absurd privacy violations they allow 
from their apps — like how some apps 
have access to all your personal data if 
any of your friends use them. Maybe 
you're bothered by how hard it is to 
change your privacy settings -- most 
users don't even know that their pro- 
files are completely public — or that 
they change their privacy policies and 
mechanics frequently —_ without 
announcing it, making even careful 
users vulnerable. 

But it's easy to overlook all this 
stuff, because it's hard to leave 


Facebook. It's hard to leave because 
everyone's on Facebook, and most 
people aren't anywhere else. It's hard 
to give up that hundred-plus set of 
social connections that you don't have 
anywhere else. Maybe if you deleted 
your account, you'd lose all your 
friends’ phone numbers, because your 
phone automatically syncs to your 
Facebook account, so you never 
entered them in independently. 
Maybe you'd stop getting invited to 
parties, because your friends send out 
the invitations through Facebook, and 
if they can't find you on the list, they 
might not bother to try any harder than 
that, 

And that's okay. Facebook proba- 


bly has your whole social life on its 
servers, and there are only a handful of 
things human beings needs more than 
our social lives. 

What you could do, though, is 
sign up for some other social net- 
works, too. Because maybe you have 
friends who want to leave, and if 
you're on Twitter, or Tumblr, or 
Reddit, or Google+, or LinkedIn, or 
OkCupid, or about.me, then those 
friends don't have to lose you if they 
gO. 

We imagine that our social net- 
works are subject to the influence of 
supply and demand that whichever 


social network best meets our needs 
will naturally rise to dominance. But 


once you're on a social network, and 
all your friends are there, it's hard to try 
to move on to a different one. 
Facebook is the dominant social net- 
work, not because it's the best, most 
honest, or the safest, but because it 
was there first. (Apart from MySpace, 
which did, in fact, die off, probably 
because it let people make their pages 
so annoying.) 

But it's easy enough to be on mul- 
tiple social networks, and the more 
you are, the easier it is for the people 
you care about to be on them, too. 
Don't let Facebook hold your social 
life hostage, diversify your online 
presence. 
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Room L109 
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978-738-7480 


Page 4 NECC Observer Jan. 


23, 2013 


Girl, 12, third fatality 


By BILL EsTEeP AND 
VALARIE HONNEYCUTT 
SPEARS 

MCT Campus 


HAZARD, Ky. - A 12- 
year-old girl who was shot 
in a parking lot at Hazard 
Community and Technical 
College died, a day after 
her father and cousin were 
killed in the same shoot- 
ing. 

Taylor Cornett, a sixth- 
grader at R.W. Combs 
Elementary School in 
Perry County, died at 
University of Kentucky 
Chandler Hospital, accord- 
ing to hospital spokes- 
woman Kristi Lopez. 

Also killed were Caitlin 
Cornett, 20, who was liv- 
ing in Letcher County, and 
her uncle, Jackie "Doug" 
Cornett, 53, of the Perry 
County community of 
Happy, Hazard Assistant 
Police Chief Joe Engle 
said. 

Hazard police charged 
Dalton Stidham, oul: 
Caitlin Cornett's former 
boyfriend, with two 
counts of murder, one 
related to domestic vio- 
lence, and one count of 
attempted murder. 

Stidham turned him- 
self in to Kentucky State 


Police after the shoot- 
ing. A police citation 
said Stidham admitted 


that he had shot three 


people. Stidham_ told 
police "I snapped; shot 
three people, I'm sure," 


according to the citation 
completed by Detective 
Lt. Paul Campbell, who 
is leading the investiga- 
tion. 

A handgun was found 
at the scene and matched 
the description of a gun 
Stidham said he bought 
earlier Tuesday, accord- 
ing to the citation. 

“Kenny Woods, a Baptist 
minister who owns H & K 
Gun & Pawn Shop in Perry 


County, said in a telephone 
interview Wednesday that 
Stidham bought the gun 


legally at his ‘shop about | 
p.m. Tuesday. "He cleared 
a background check with- 
out even a delay," Woods 
said. "Everything was fine 
with him." Woods said he 
would not have sold the 
gun had Stidham been act- 
ing strangely. 

Caitlin Cornett had 
broken up with Stidham 
a few months before the 
shooting, said Brittany 
Cornett, Caitlin's sister. 

She said Caitlin "was a 
loving mother, a loving 
sister and daughter, and 
everything you could pos- 
sibly want in somebody." 

Jackie Cornett was a 
former coal miner who was 


disabled from a mining 
injury, Brittany Cornett 
said. 


He "was kind and car- 
ing and loved his fami- 
ly." she said. Stidham 
and Caitlin Cornett had 
chosen the parking lot of 


the college's First 
Federal Center building 
t6° “exchanges thelr 2- 
year-old son, Jaydein, 
for visitation, Brittany 


Cornett said. 

Police said Tuesday that 
the boy was not injured 
and was in the custody of 
social services workers. 


Brittany Cornett said 
relatives were meeting 
with social workers 
Wednesday to discuss 
Jaydein. Brittany 
Cornett said Jackie 


Cornett and his daughter 
Taylor had taken Caitlin 
to the parking lot to 
meet Stidham. 

They were to meet at 
8 p.m. Tuesday, but 
Stidham called and 
asked that the exchange 
be made earlier, Brittany 
Cornett said. 

The shooting occurred 


}USip. \WerOLre gO ap. Mes 
police said. Hazard 
Police Chief Minor 
Allen said Tuesday that 
shots were fired into the 
victims' vehicle one 
person was found dead 


inside and the other was 
lying in the parking lot. 
He said the shooting 
could be "a domestic 
type situation" unrelated 


Lawrence Campus 


Monday 
February 4th 
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to the school. 


Brittany Cornett said 
Stidham and her sister 
had lived together for 
about three years and 
had separated in 
October. 

Caitlin Cornett had 
been living at Brittany 
Cornett's home in 


Letcher County since the 
separation, Brittany 
said. Caitlin went to 
court in Perry County on 
Monday to determine a 
visitation schedule for 
the “childs She Isard 
Caitlin told her that she 
had recently signed up 
for classes at the com- 
munity college. 

Kristi Middleton, a 
spokeswoman for the 
Kentucky Community and 
Technical College System, 
confirmed that Caitlin had 
recently enrolled for a 
course that is to begin in 
February. Middleton said 

Caitlin also was a stu- 
dent during the 2010-2011 
school year, pursuing an a 

ssociate’s degree in sci- 
ence. "We send our condo- 
lences to her family and 
friends, as well as the 
HCTC faculty, staff and 
students who may have 
come in contact with this 
young lady," HGTC 
President Stephen Greiner 
said in a statement 
Wednesday. 

"Our thoughts contin- 


= 


at Kentucky college shooting 


ue to be with all of the 
victims’ families and 
loved ones." Grewmer 
said college officials are 
evaluating campus secu- 
rity procedures and that 
the campus would reopen 
Thursday on a normal 
schedule. "This incident 
has certainly shaken our 
community and has 
caused us to evaluate the 
safety and security pro- 
cedures we already have 
in place," he Simm. 
Caitlin Cornett had gone 
to-court in Perry County 
in November in “@n 
attempt to get an emer- 
gency domestic violence 
order against Stidham, 
but she was unsuccess- 
ful, her sister said. 
Caitlin Cornett's 
father, Dwayne Cornett, 
said Wednesday that he 
worried about his daugh- 
ter being in Stidham’s 
presence when they 
exchanged their son for 
visitation. "I begged my 


daughter to stay away 
from him " Dwayne 
Cornett said. 

At least 25 women 
were murdered by male 
intimate partners ir 
Kentucky from Oct, 1. 
2011 to Sept, 30, 202. 
according to an annua 
report from the 
Kentucky Domestic 


Violence Association, 


Hlaveriill Casnous 
Dimitry Building, Atrium | 'D Bulldiag, Sport & Fiimess Center 
Weenesday 
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Biden urges mayors to help sell Obama gun plan 


Keep our streets safe 
from illegal guns, 
urges Vice President 
Joe Biden 


By FRANCO ORDONEZ AND 
LESLEY CLARK 
MCT Campus 


WASHINGTON -_ Vice 
President Joe Biden looked to the 
nation's mayors Thursday to help 
rally public opinion in support of 
the Obama administration's push 
for new legislation aimed at curb- 
ing gun violence. 

“We have to do something,” 
Biden told the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors on the first day its 
three-day winter meeting in 
Washington. “We have to act. We 
have to respond to the carnage on 
our streets and in our schools.” 

Biden found a friendly audi- 
ence in the mayors, many of 
whom already had urged similar 
measures as the ones President 
Barack Obama proposed this 
week. The vice president 
acknowledged the mayors also 
were interested in other issues, 
including the debate over 
whether to raise the federal gov- 
ermment's debt ceiling, but said 
“as important as they all are, 
today we have a more urgent and 
immediate call - that is how to 
deal with the epidemic of gun 
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violence.” 

Conference president Michael 
Nutter, the mayor of 
Philadelphia, said the issue was 
likely to dominate the weekend 
meeting. 

Mayor Stephen Benjamin of 
Columbia, S.C., a member of the 
group's executive committee, 
expected gun safety to be the 
main topic at the committee's 
closed meeting Friday. He esti- 
mated there are about 10 to 15 
gun safety ideas that will be dis- 
cussed. 

Nutter was at the White 
House on Wednesday when 
Obama unveiled his plan that 
includes banning assault 
weapons, limiting high-capacity 
ammunition magazines and 
strengthening background 
checks. 

But he said the conference has 
yet to take an official position, 
and he was unsure whether they'd 
take a position by the end of the 
weekend. He said many members 
were traveling Wednesday and 
needed time to study Obama's 
wide-ranging plan. 

The mayors already have 
called for similar gun safety pro- 
posals. In a Dec. 17 letter to the 
president, following the shooting 
at a Newtown, Conn., elementary 
school that left 20 children and 
six staffers dead, the leadership 
called on the president to imple- 
ment those changes as well as to 
eliminate loopholes in back- 
ground checks. 


SHOW THE WORLD 


“Every day America's mayors 
see the carnage caused by illegal 
guns and assault weapons that 
have no place on our nation's 
streets,” Nutter said when intro- 
ducing Biden. 

Those thoughts were echoed 
Thursday by several mayors who 
said measures were needed to 
reduce the number of illegal guns 
on the streets. 

“This isn't about people own- 
ing weapons and using them for 
whatever legitimate purposes,” 
said Kansas City, Mo., Mayor 
Sylvester James Jr. “It's about 
illegal guns being on the streets in 
the hands of people using them to 
commit crimes.’ 

Just last week, he said, chil- 
dren ages 2, 4, and 7 were killed 
by bullets shot through their 
home's walls when a firefight 
broke out in their eastside Kansas 
City neighborhood. 

But not all members are con- 
vinced an assault weapons ban is 
the answer. 

Benjamin said an assault 
weapons ban “had merit,” but he 
stopped short of supporting such 
a proposal. 

The former law enforcement 
officer described himself as a 
strong supporter of the Second 
Amendment. But he said recent 
tragic shootings shows that some- 
thing needs to be done. 

“Tt's always been a concern of 
my agents and my officers, 400 
sworn who report to me now, that 
criminals have assault weapons 


MCTCampus photo 


Dec. 19, 2012: President Obama delivers a briefing on 
gun control in the wake of the tragedy in Newtown 


and firepower that might rival or 
surpass theirs,” Benjamin said. 

Biden acknowledged there 
was not unanimity among the 
mayors and that legislation would 
be difficult to get through a divid- 
ed Congress. 

Republicans on Capitol Hill 
are already digging in against the 
White House proposals. 

“T will fight any effort to fur- 
ther infringe on the Second 
Amendment rights of American 
citizens, whether it is legislation 
or executive action by the 
President,” said Sen. Richard 
Burr, R-N.C. “I am open to hav- 
ing a conversation about ways in 


THE NEW AMERICAN WOMEN’S COLLEGE 


which our nation can address 
mental health issues and reduce 
violence, but I will not stand by 
while the president and others try 
to restrict the rights of law-abid- 
ing American citizens.” 

White House press secretary 
Jay Carey called Biden's pitch to 
mayors “just the start” of the 
administration's press to rally 
support for its proposals. “We 
need everybody who believes this 
is a matter of concern . . . to speak 
up, Carney said Thursday. 

Biden said he and Obama 
would “take this fight to the halls 
of Congress and we're going to 
take it beyond that.” 
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ACTF Nominees get 
ready to compete 
down in Cape Cod 


By ALEXANDER SPINELLI 
Editor of Arts and 
Entertainment 


Over the past year, the 
Northern Essex Community 
College theatre program has 
put on plays from which 
actors were nominated to 
compete in the American 
College Theatre Festival. 
Only two actors can be 
nominated from each show, 
and two alternates are cho- 
sen to take the place of a 


Beatrice tells nominee Will MacDonald that his work is re 


ready to compete. 
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The competition is on 


nominee if they can't per- 
form. The nomination 
means the invitation to go 
to the theatre festival, 
which is being held down in 
Cape Cod this year. The 
completion is made up of 
three rounds where the nom- 
inees will have to perform, 
but the only do so if they 
move on to the next round. 

Six actors from NECC 
have been nominated to 
attend the competition. 
Those six and their scene 
partners will go up against 
700 other nominees from 
across New England. 
Rehearsals for the comple- 


tion started before winter 


break, and have been going 
strong all month long. The 
NECC nominees are being 
coached and lead down to 
the Cape by _ professor 
Brianne Beatrice. All the 
nominees have been work- 
ing hard, and they are all 
almost ready for the compe- 
tition. 

First time nominee 
Anderson Lara said, “This 
is definitely an honor. There 
is going to be a lot of 
opportunity to learn, meet 
new people, and see other 
amazing talent on stage. 
Once I come back from 
ACTF I know that every- 
thing I will learn, I will be 


able to apply it in my craft 
as an artist and help me be 
greater than what I am.” 

But the nominees aren't 
the only ones who will be 
learning and experiencing, 
but also their scene part- 
ners. 

Adrian Peguero a scene 
partner going to ACTF is 
very excited about going. “I 
feel really honored to be 
able to go to ACTF. A lot of 
people would jump at the 
opportunity, and I was cho- 
sen to go with someone.” 
But it's not all excitement 
for Peguero. “At the same 
time I feel a looming pres- 
sure to be able to perform to 


er LS. SABLE SAE RELL A EA ee 
Beatrice coaching nominee Anderson Lara and scene partner over. 


Artist of the month 


Tre niles. 


artist of the mmth. 


Search begin! 


Yous Tnily, ; 
The NECC Observer 


Dear NECC students, faculty and staff, 


The search for an artist of the month has begun! Here at the Obs A 
want to start highlighting same of the wonderful and extraordinary talent 1 
NECC. So members of the Art, Dance, Music and/or Theatre departments 
want to ask you to take the time and observe the members in your depe 
We want you to pick me person (either student or professor) who you think 
doing remarkable and noteworthy work. Then when you've chosen that per 
submit their name and why you think they should be highlighted in the Gbse1 


1.) You can NOT self nominate. This is a chance to talk about sameone else, _ 
ee the meet anoint of nominations «il he 
3.) You can only be chosen to be in the paper once. Meaning November's 

can't win another month again. 


their mament to shine in front of the student body. thnk you all an may th 


the best of my abilities. But 
I except to be challenged 
artistically and all around I 
expect it to be amazing.” 

The nominees are per- 
forming a showcase of all 
the work that they will be 
bringing down with them to 
the Cape of Sunday, January 
27th at 7 pm in the Top 
Notch Theatre for free. 

Congratulations to the 
NECC nominees: Geehae 
Moon, Anderson Lara, 
Katelyn Demers, Hannah 
Heckman-McKenna, Alex 
Spinelli and Will 
MacDonald. 


iZ 
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Campus Life 


Teen mom uncensored 


What it’s really like 
being a full time 
mother in college. . . 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Campus Life Editor 


_ Becoming a mother at such 
a young age is never easy. 
You're forced to grow up ina 
short amount of _ time. 
According to Insider Higher 
Ed “61 percent of students 
who have a child after 
enrolling in a community col- 
lege drop out before finishing 
a degree or credential; this 
dropout rate is 64 percent 
higher than that of their coun- 
terparts who did not have 
children. On the whole, 48 
mee of all community col- 
lege students have ever been 
pregnant or gotten someone 
pregnant.” With shows like 
Teen Mom on MTV that 
glamorize being a teen moth- 
er, they make it seem that 
being a mother isn't too bad, 
‘but what happens when the 
‘cameras stop rolling. For 
Farrin Dufour, a freshman at 
Northern Essex studying 
health specialization juggling 
being a teen mother and 
attending college is no easy 
task. I got the chance to sit 
down with Dufour and discuss 
what it's like being a teen 
mother in college. 

Q: When did you give 
birth to your son? 

A: I gave birth to my son 
on July 28th 2012, me being 
18 years old. 

Q: Did you use protection? 

A: No I did not use protec- 
tion because I figured the pull 
out method would be good 
enough. Boy was I wrong. 

Q: How do you manage 
being a mother a student and 
having a job as well? 

A: Honestly, I don't know 
how I manage it. It's an 
incredible amount of work 
requiring me to get to school 
an hour earlier than my class 
even starts so I can drop my 
child at the Necc little 
sprouts. After class I have to 
go back to pick him up and 
man does he weigh a lot! 
Sometimes i envy the other 
students and the fact that they 
can just wake up, dress them- 


egret 


selves and head to class with- 
out any extra stops. Working 
requires the same effort. Get 
my son ready about 3 hrs. 
Before my _ shift starts, 
squeeze in any extra time i 
have to make myself present- 
able and off to his daycare I 
got about an hour before my 
shift starts. Have you ever 
been exhausted after working 
and just couldn't wait to get 
home and lay in your bed? 
Forget about that when you 
have a child. Right after work 
i have to go get my son, come 
back home and be his mother, 
aiding to his every need. 

Q: Was it hard at the 
beginning did you think of 
just giving up? 

A: It was extremely hard 
at the beginning and getting 
used to all the work required 
in going to school and being a 
mother at the same time. I felt 
like a pack mule because of 
all the stuff I had to pack and 
carry with me every day. I 
really don't know how my 
body withstood carrying all 
the baggage every day. I kept 
pushing myself, telling 
myself every single day that it 
will get better and it will be 
worth it and this is what I 
HAVE to do in order to pro- 
vide my child with the best 
life possible. If I hadn't told 
myself the same thing every 
single day, I could have and 
probably would have given 


up. 

Q: What do you think of 
shows like teen mom? Do you 
think they glamorize being a 
teen mother? 

A: Personally I like watch- 
ing teen mom because i can 
relate to it so well, but I do in 
fact think they glamorize teen 
pregnancy. I remember 
watching it a while before I 
got pregnant and thinking 
hmmm that doesn't look so 
bad! And it actually made me 
almost excited to have a 
child! Now that was not the 
reason I didn't use protection 
but it definitely didn't con- 
vince me otherwise. 

Q: Do you ever regret get- 
ting pregnant at such a young 
age? 

A: There are times I do 
regret getting pregnant at 
such a young age because for 
a teenager without a baby 
everything is almost carefree. 


You probably mostly think 
about yourself and the next 
cute outfit you like to buy. Or 
the cute guy you're talking to, 
but once you have a child you 
do not come first anymore. 
All your needs are pushed 
aside, and children require so 
much work and money that 
you'll be lucky if you can buy 
yourself nice clothes and 
fancy shoes ever again. You 
constantly always have a 
worry in the back of your 
mind if your child's ok or if 
their happy. Your entire life 
revolves around them. Other 
times, I do not regret having 
my son at the age I did 
because I believe it saved my 
life and put in line before I 
was a crazy party girl who 
didn't give a damn about any- 
thing. Now all I focus on is 
my child and the life I'm 
going to make for him. 

Q: How has your family 
and friends helped you out 
through this whole experi- 
ence? 

A: My family and friends 
have helped me tremendously 
throughout this experience. 
My mother is my partner in 
crime. When she sees I'm 
worn out and about to lose my 
mind (yes it happens to every- 
one) she takes over and lets 
me relax for a little. She’s a 


Courtesy Photo 
wonderful support system and 
even buys my child clothes 
and toys without expecting 
anything in return. My family 
was very respectful of my 
decision to keep my baby and 
supported me throughout my 
pregnancy. There were no 
rude remarks or name calling. 
While i was pregnant my 
friends were not very support- 
ive though. Sure they ask how 
me and the baby were doing 
once in a while but they 
would never want to hang out 
because let's face it a preg- 
nant girl’s pretty boring. My 
friends help me out a lot now 
however and if I ever desper- 
ately need baby formula or 
anything i know  they’tr 
always there to help me. 

Q: What do you have to 
say to other teen moms out 
there? 

A: All I have to say to 
other teen moms out there is 
if you're doing something to 
better you and your children's 
lives and your struggling or 
overwhelmed by the work just 
keep on going and don't give 
up. It will be all worth it in 
the end and you are not the 
only one out there. You have 
what it takes to be just as suc- 
cessful as anyone else weath- 
er you have a child or not. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 


to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


What’s happening 


on campus 
Jan 23 - Feb 6 


January 23 


Welcome week is from 
12- 1pm in the C building 
(A) and the Atrium (L). 


January 24 
Mens basketball @ 


Bunker Hill at 7pm. 


Outdoor tarck and field 
meetting at the health and 


fitness center at 12pm. 


January 26 
Mens basketball game @ 


home 7pm. 


February 2 
NECC scholarship appli- 


cations availbe online. 


February 4 


Academic resource and 


tutoring center schedule 


begins. 
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College Success Seminar: 
Irrelevant, unnecessary, 


and not even accredited 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


First year students will probably 
find themselves in a College Success 
Seminar class. As someone who has 
taken the class before, I find the 
class to be a waste of time, resources 
and money. 

After taking the class in the fall 
semester, I don’t think I took any- 
thing from the class. The professor I 
had did do his best to make the class 
insightful. He attempted to teach us 
stronger studying habits, assigned us 
a project in which we had to go toa 
school event in order to familiarize 
ourselves with the campus and made 
the class fun. He made the best of a 
bad situation. 

However, unless your degree has 
a free elective, the course doesn’t 
satisfy any credits. The credits you 
do receive do not transfer over to 
another school. At the end of the 
course, I only thought one thing: 
why did I need to spend money on 
this course? 

There doesn’t seem to be any 


Explore earning a bachelor’s degree in Business 


clear and concise way to teach the 
class, either. My professor taught it 
in a way that others didn’t -- but I 
have heard some used it as a goof off 
class, a class where they could 
assign books that interested them 
and offered little to the actual goals 
of college success. 

In the upcoming spring semester, 
Northern Essex is offering 12 differ- 
ent CSS classes. There are 205 stu- 
dents enrolled in those classes, and I 
bet a lot could benefit from a differ- 
ent course. 

If I received any type of credit 
besides a GPA boost, that would be 
one thing. I find myself needing to 
take another class that I could have 
benefited from in that first semester 
here at NECC. I have no problems 
with the way the class was run; my 
professor tried his hardest to get us 
ready for the semester. My problem 
with the class is I didn’t necessarily 
need it. 

It’s true that might not be the case 
for everyone who’s ever taken it. I 
would assume many people did ben- 
efit from the class. However, it 
shouldn’t be a class that some are 
told is required. The money spent on 
that class and the books required for 
the class could have been better 
toward something toward my degree. 


QUINNIPIAG UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 
‘Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


Transfer to UMass Dartmouth 


Experience a Day matched with a Business Student. 
Attend and Observe Classes, Lunch Provided. 
Make this important Transfer Decision Fully Informed! 
Cali 508.999.8999 to set up your “Experience ft All” Visit. 


TRANSFER 
INFO SESSION 


Thursday, March 7, 2013 


Thursday, March 14, 2013 
Thursday, March 21, 2013 
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Features 


A month later, at Sandy Hook 


By MILKA MARTINEZ 


News Editor 
AND EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 

On December 14, 2012, a week anda 


half before Christmas Eve, Sandy Hook 
Elementary school, in Newtown, 
Conneticut, was the setting of a temible 
attack. Families waited anxiously to hear 
news of their children. Some were relieved 
to hold their kids in their warm embrace 
once again, while other families received 
confirmation that their children were not as 
fortunate, As sirens, pain and news media 
buzz filled the gnef-stncken air of Sandy 
Hook Elementary, it was as ifthe small town 
of Newtown had been put under a micro- 

for the entire world to witness. The 
Sandy Hook Elementary shooting was the 
seconddeadliest school shooting i in United 
States history, afier the 2007 Virginia Tech 
massacre. 

A month has passed since the 
shooting, and though classes have 
resumed, families still ¢ grieve the lost 
of their loved ones. Sandy Hook stu- 
dents retumed to school on January 3, 
2013 at Chalk Hill Middle School in 
nearby Monroe. Chalk Hill was origi- 
nally a used facility that was refur- 
bished after the shooting. Since then, 
the building has been filled with desks 
and equipment taken from Sandy 
Hook Elementary, including a play- 
ground that was donated to them. In 
remembrance of the Sandy Hook 
shooting, the University of 
Connecticut created a scholarship for 
the surviving children. 

Meanwhile, debates re varding the 
future of Sandy Hook Elementary 


ensue. Newtown parents fight for the 
school's fate. According to the CBS 
News, a meeting was held on January 
13 to discuss the future of Sandy Hook 
Elementary, drawinga crowd of 200 people. 
Some parents said that the school should be 
demolished, while others suggested that the 
rooms where the killings occurred should 
either be renovated or removed. There was 
also talk that the school's onginal site should 
be tumied into a memorial, in honor of the 
Sandy Hook shooting victims. 

But according to Sally Cox, nurse 
at Sandy Hook, no decisions have 
been made as of yet. “They are having 
town meetings because they w. ant 
feedback from parents, staff, the 
school,” she told the Observer in a 
phone interview. 

She later referred to these meet- 
ings as a chance for everyone to 
express their view. 

At the moment of the shooting 
there was no security officers at Sandy 
Hook. “We never had a guard on duty 
before. Now, we have security inside 
and outside the building,” said Sally 
Cox. She also added how students are 
not allowed to walk around the school 
by themselves, and how parents have 
volunteered to be classroom assistants 
after the tragedy. 

Here at NECC, meetings have 
been held to discuss the security of the 
school. According to Gene Hatem, 
Director of Public Safety, the school is 
trying to implement new methods to 
ensure the safety of students, staff, and 
faculty. An identification card_ for 
everyone on campus was one of the 
possible solutions he mentioned. 

Apart from the grief and anger the 
Sandy Hook Shooting has caused 
nationwide, it has also sparked heated 


debates on gun control. 15 hours after 
the massacre took place, 100,000 peo- 
le went on Obama's administration's 
‘We the people” website and signed a 
petition in support of a new national 
debate on gun control. 

Ina speech given on December 19, 
2012, President Barack Obama assured the 
general public that he would make gun con- 
trol a central issue at the start of his second 
term of office. 

Talk of restrictions on firearms 
have led to a spike in sales of guns, 
ammunition, and high-capacity maga- 
zines in the weeks following the mas- 
sacre. On December 21, the Nationak 
Rifle Association of America called 
on the United States Congress for the 
hiring of armed poles: officers in 
every American school to protect stu- 
dents. 

The NRA also announced the cre- 
ation of a school protection program 
called the National School Shield 
Program. New York was the first state 
after the Sandy Hook shooting to 
tighten gun- -control laws, after 
Governor Andrew Cuomo signed i it. 

Another issue that was brought up 
in connection with the shooting was 
mental illness. 

On The View, forensic psychia- 
trist Dr. Michael Welner refutes the 
claim that mental illness is the cause of 
these kinds of violent attacks. 

“There are a few individuals out 
there,” he says, “And this is irrespec- 
tive of mental illness, some of them 
are ill, some of them are not, they 
adopt [extreme violence] as an ambi- 
tion. 

“This is not about mental illness. 
This is about a life choice. A person 
makes a life choice that at some point 


Get the Credit You Deserve 


With scholarships of up to $17,000 a year and the ability to transfer up to 90 credits, Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) offers tremendous 
opportunities to community college students. 


he is going to be a mass-killer.” 
The video of the interview is 
widely available on YouTube. 
Although there has been much 


talk about improving methods of 


detecting mental illness along with 
funding research to determine poten- 
tial violent behavior, no decisions 
have been made as of yet. 

From the May 18, 1927, Bath 
School Bombing to the Virginia Tech 
Shooting in 2007, violence in schools 
continue to occur in the United States. 
Recently, President Obama signed 23 

executive orders to crack down on 
gun criminals, expand access to men- 
tal health services and make our 
schools safer. The plan, pending con- 


MCT Campus photo 


gressional approval, includes: a crimi- 
nal background check for every gun 
sold in America, banning assault 
weapons and high-capacity ammuni- 
tion magazines, making gun traffick- 
ing a federal crime wi ith tc tough penal- 
ties for offenders, and funding public 
research on gun violence and gun 
crime that will make law enforcement + 
more efficient and effective. 

What occurred in Newtown, 
Connecticut was a tragedy that will 
not be forgotten for years to come. 
Here, at the Observer, we send our 
condolences to the grieving families 
that lost their children in the Sandy 
Hook shooting. May their souls rest in 
peace. 


SNHU is a premier, private New England university that rewards you for your success and doesn’t make you jump through hoops to take the next step 
in your academic journey. Our beautiful 300-acre campus is bustling with activity and our broad offering of degree programs will prepare you for a 
great career when you graduate. 


Call us to learn more and plan a visit to the university named th 12th most innovative organization in the world by Fast Company. 


Office of Transfer Admission 
2500 North River Road | Manchester, NH 03106-1045 | 603.645.9687 | www.snhu.edu/observer | Facebook: /SNHUOnCampus | Twitter: @SNHUOnCampus 


Civersity 


FASTGMPANY 
THE WORLD'S MOST 


COMPANIES : 
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Sports 


~ Angelini, Knights power past Lincoln 


Freshman records 28 


points in victory 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


After dropping two of three 
games to begin the second half of 
the season, the Northern Essex 
Knights were able to power past 
the Lincoln Community College 
of New England on Thursday 
night, winning 69-61. 

“It wasn't the prettiest win,” 
said head coach Darren Stratton, 
“but it was a good momentum 
win.” 

The Knights were led behind 
a strong effort from Will 
Angelini, who finished with a 
season high 28 points. Angelini, a 
freshman from Pentucket High 
School, also had 11 rebounds, 
earning his first double-double of 
the season. 

Angelini got his confidence 
going early on, sparking his big 
game. “I got a nice easy lay-up 
and hit a three after and that's all 
it took,” said Angelini. “I feel like 
we should have won by 20.” 

The freshman credited the 


teams second half defense saying, 
“We came out flat in the first half 
with no energy,” Angelini said. 
“We played better defense and 
got the win.” 

Angelini's partner in the paint, 
Kyle Davis, also had a strong out- 
ing. Davis scored 14 points and 


We played better 
defense and got 
the win. 


— Will Angelini 


pulled down 12 rebounds in the 
win. Sophomore Matt Sifferlen 
points for the 
Knights, who picked up their sec- 
ond conference win of the season. 

The Knights, who moved to 
8-8 on the season with the win, 
took on the Wildcats of Lincoln 
CC, who dropped to 4-8 on the 


also scored 16 


season. 


Northern Essex is 2-2 since 
coming back from the break, also 
winning against the University of 
Maine Augusta 82-58. Their two 
losses came against Roxbury 
Community College by a score of 
63-57 and Gateway Community 
College, losing 68-61. 

Against UMaine, the Knights 
used their size to maximize 
advantage. Kyle Davis and Will 
Angelini led the way in scoring, 
with Angelini having 19 points 
and seven rebounds, while Davis 
earned another double-double, 
scoring 17 points and bringing 13 
rebounds down. Matt Sifferlen 
and Jarvis Castro also scored in 
double figures against the Moose, 
with Sifferlen having 12 points 
and eight and Jarvis 
Castro having ten points. It was 
Castro’s first game in double fig- 
ures this season. 

The game against Gateway 
Community College wasn’t as 
strong for the Knights. Kyle 
Davis scored five points before 
fouling Obi 
entered double figures for the 
first time this season, scoring 12 
points. Angelini had 15 points. 

Roxbury, the second-ranked 


assists 


out. Desmond 


Health and Fitness Center’s 
gym keeps students active 


Gym gives students 
easy way to keep 
active cost-free 


By Matr GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Planet Fitness is a popular 


- choice for a lot of people because 


o 


it's a low-cost gym, with mem- 
berships as low as $10 a month. 
There's a local option that's even 
cheaper than that, and you don't 
even need to leave campus: the 
Wellness and Fitness Center on 
the Haverhill campus. The kick- 
er? It's free to students. 

Pete Tompkins, who are one 
of the many people able to assist 
people, should they choose to use 
the facility, was very enthusiastic 
about the facility. “It's paid for by 
student fees,” Tompkins said. 
“There isn't a routine you cannot 
satisfy here, we have a sampling 


_ ofa lot of stuff.” 


The fitness center, which has 
“stuff that includes free weights, 
treadmills, kettlebells, elliptical 
steppers and much more, is an 
ideal place to work out. 

There isn't any crowd-battling 
at the gym, either. “We probably 
get 40-50 people on a good day,” 
Tompkins said. * as 

There is also.a lot .of 


the gym every so often. Whether 
you're looking for a Spartan 
workout with a tire and rope, or 
even want to check out the new 
TRX Suspension machine, the 
gym has it all. Tompkins said that 
there have been countless 
upgrades in the last five to seven 
years, 

There is a waiver that partici- 
pants need to sign before working 
out, but it's a one-time waiver that 
then gets held on file. Among the 
things on the waiver is an emer- 
gency contact, in case of injury. 
“I've never had to call anyone,” 
said Tompkins. “Some say that's 
because of my diligence, or 
maybe just luck.” 

» » » Another one of the seemingly 


photo by Matt Gingras (file photo) 
The gym located on Haverhill campus has machines 


and equipment for everyone. 


new equipment that gets put in 


countless features the gym has is 
a personal training option. For 
$75 a semester, students can hire 
a personal trainer to work with 
them for one hour a day over the 
course of the semester. Even 
doing this is cheaper than any 
gyms in the area. 

For more information about 
the fitness center, head over to the 
Wellness and Fitness Center on 
the Haverhill campus or call Rob 
Parker at 978-556-3823. The 
hours for the spring semester are 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 9am to 3pm on 
Friday on any day the campus is 
open. 


team in Division 3, was held to 
under 70 points for the first time 
this season against the Knights. 
Najja Joseph, the team's lock- 
down defender, was able to con- 
tain probable All-American Paul 
Becklens for most of the game. 
“If we can keep teams under 
70 points, we have a real shot at 


winning games,” Stratton said 
after the UMaine game. 

The Knights settle in at home 
Jan. 26 against Springfield Tech 
and again Feb. 9 versus 
Quinisgammond Community 
College. Both games are at 3 p.m. 


Upcoming Schedule 
Men’s Basketball 
Jan. 24 @ Bunker Hill 7:00 p.m. 


Jan. 26 vs Springfield 3:00 p.m. 


Jan. 29 @ Massasoit 


Jan. 31 @ Dean 
Feb. 2 


Feb. 9 


Feb.12 @ Holyoke 


@ MassBay 


vs Quinsig. 


5:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. 


7:00 p.m. 


Track set to 
begin 


After 2012 successes, 
outdoor track and 
field edges closer to 
new beginning 


By MATT GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Outdoor track and field is set 
to begin soon, with a meeting 
coming up on the 24th of January 
at noon. The meeting, which is 
taking place in the Haverhill cam- 
pus’s Fitness Center. 

The track and field team last 
year enjoyed great successes, 
with three student-athletes being 
named to the Division III All- 
American team. Gabe Frias of 
Salem High School (hurdles), 
Anthony Giorgi of Sanborn High 
School (hurdles) and Dan Busta 
of Triton High School (javeline) 
shared the honors. 

Frias earned a school record 
in the 400-meter hurdles last sea- 
son, completing the event in 
58.66. Giorgi also got a school 
best, his in the 110-meter hurdle, 
finishing in 15.75.Dan Boyle, 
then a sophomore, also set a 
record, his in the 3,000-meter 
steel chase, after finishing the 
event in 12:33.2. 

All three were freshmen last 
season, and all are hopeful to 


return to the team again this sea- 
son. 

The Northern Essex track pro- 
gram has been highly successful 
as in recent years, having three 
Division Ill National 
Championships out of the school. 
Noelia Figuereo was a two-time 
champion, winning the 2010 title 
in the 200-meter and the 2011 
title in the 100-meter. James 
Mwangi took the mens 400-meter 
event in 2006. 

Returning in 2013 is coach 
Andrew Barron. Barron has pre- 
vious coaching experience at 
both Framingham State College 
and Emerson College. Barron has 
also completed more than 200 
races, three marathons and 10 
half-marathons. 

Northern Essex’s track and 
field program is a successful pro- 
gram, and more students are 
invited to make their mark. 
Events last season were held at 
Framingham State, the University 
of Connecticut and Northeastern 
University. 

Students who cannot make 
the meeting are invited to call 
head coach Andrew Barron at 
978-556-3828 or email him at 
abarron(@necc.mass.edu. 
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Photos offer a look at last semester 
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photo by MattGingras After starting 0-5, the women’s basketball season 
was cancelled. 


Ladies volleyball won 
their region, but did not 
qualify for post-season. 


Men’s basketball started 6-2, including a 69-52 win F~ 


: Students enjoyed playing intramueral sports in 
against Bristol Commmunity College. 


the nice fall weather. 


Got an entrepreneurial IDEA? 
EXPERIMENT and put it into ACTION! 


($500 Grants available for First Stage Projects, 
up to $750 Grants #/ailable for Second Stage Projects!) 


Become a Campus Catalyst! 


The Campus Catalyst Program is interested in you! Someone who has an IDEA 
and wants an opportunity to experiment and put it into ACTION! 


To apply, submit an application by February 15" online at: 
http: / /merrimackvalleysandbox.org/catalyst-programs-2/apply-here/ 


Initial grant of $500 for 1° stage, plus support and growth opportunities will be provided to promising 
projects. 


Criteria for funding: 


Social Responsibility- Community and/or environmental impact 
Innovation 

Sustainability 

Student Driven-Based on student ideas 

Student Teams-Consist of 1-5 enrolled students. 

Practicality 

Opportunity — Addresses need in Lawrence, Lowell or Merrimack Valley 


NECC Contacts: 
Dina Brown (Students, Haverhill) dbrown@necc.mass.edu; Dawna Perez (Students, Lawrence) dperez@necc.mass.edu; 
Nita Lamborghini (Students, Haverhill) nlamborghini@necc.mass.edu; or Sue Grolnic (Faculty) sgrolnic@necc.mass.edu 
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Ginger Hurajt, professor of English and honors experience coordinator, talks 
with Malcolm Rodriguez about his honors project at the recent honors poster 


session. 


Joining groups and 


programs give 
students an edge 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Photojournalist 


The new semester is embark- 
ing with fresh chances for stu- 
dents to give their prospective 
careers a kick-start. Groups and 
organizations such as Parnassus 
Magazine, the Science Club, 
Communications clubs, 
Performing Arts Clubs and 
Special Interest clubs, work- 
study jobs, career planning work- 
shops, community service and 
honor societies offer students a 
way to gain practical experience, 
pad their resumes, and open up 
opportunities to millions of dol- 
lars of scholarships to continue 
their education. 

Peter Nason knows from 
experience the importance of tak- 
ing advantage of some of these 
opportunities the college offers. 
Working a full time job and going 
to college he didn't at first join in 
on campus activities. As a stu- 
dent with a high GPA he found 
out he was eligible for the Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK) Honor 
Society at NECC, joined, and 


started participating in some of 


the events. “I wish I had done 
more, Nason said in hindsight. 
Joining PTK gave him the oppor- 


tunity to apply for more then $37 
million dollars in scholarships for 
PTK members. Being a PTK 
member is also a recognized dis- 
tinction by many four-year col- 
leges, who use it to offer scholar- 
ships to transferring students. 
Nason transferred to Columbia 
University in New York this 
spring. 

“Just being a member of PTK 
is prestigious,” said Andrew 
Morse, professor of history and 
government and PTK faulty advi- 
sor. “It is universally recognized 
and opens the door for all sorts of 
scholarships and awards.” 
During the year the members 
work on a number of college 
service activities including spon- 
soring trips and fundraisers for 
devastated areas, and scholarship 
workshops. 

Because the college currently 
does not have a full time person 
to help students with scholar- 
ships, and the process can be con- 
fusing and difficult for those 
inexperienced with scholarship 
writing, the PTK group plans on 
holding a scholarship workshop 
this semester, and inviting all 
NECC students to attend. 

PTK isn't the only honors pro- 
gram at the school. In addition there is 
the Alpha Beta Gamma National 
Business Honor Society for business 
students, and the Honors Experience 
program. 

The Honors Experience pro- 
gram offers honors level courses, 
the opportunity to complete 


research-based or creative honors 


projects, and participate in 
meaningful community serv- 
ice learning activities. The 
honors courses are perma- 
nently noted on transcripts. 
Participation in any or all 
honors programs or societies 
can give students an edge 
when applying for scholar- 
ships, and applying to four- 
year schools. Professor 
Morse mentioned the success 
of Shannon Sheltra, an 
NECC 2011 alumni who was 
also PTK member and active 
in service activities. Sheltra 
won the prestigious Jack 
Kent Cooke scholarship and 
others, totaling over $60,000 
and was accepted into a pre- 


med program at Tufts 
University. 
As the new semester 


kicks into gear the honors 
programs and clubs are look- 
ing for new members. PTK 
always accepts members who 
are eligible and the Honors 
Experience program has a 
deadline for new proposed 
projects on Wednesday 
February 20, 2013. To find 
out more contact Ginger 
Hurajt, honors experience 
coordinator at 
ghurajt@necc.mas.edu, or 
Andrew Morse, PTK advisor, 
at amorse@necc.mass.edu. 

A list of the student clubs 
and organizations is available 
at www.necc.mass.edu/ 
student-life/activities/clubs 


Matt Cerc, 
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(L to R) Brady Tatro of Haverhill, NECC alumni; 
Stafford resident, Mike Cross of games.The club meets every 

Liz Bromm of third Friday from 6:30 to 9:30 
p-m. on the Haverhill Campus. 


NECC Professor; 
Sandown, lan Schade of Byfield, NECC student. 
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Recent Event 


The Bacon Boardgamers 
club, hosted a Board Game 
Convention on Tuesday, Jan. 
15 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 
the Haverhill Campus. The 
goal of this club is to encour- 
age healthy competition, men- 
4 tal stimulation, and social 
interaction through board 


Spotlight 
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Effie Grusing, Honors Experience student, stands next 
to herposter for her honors project on “Edgar Allen Poe: 
Aesthetics behind the Writing.” 


Mason Keeley, with his Honors Experience 
poster on Social Media and Marketing. Keeley is 
an active member in several other NECC groups. 
including COG and GSA. we 


Peter Nason, PTK Toanibar tending a PTK info 
table in Dec., and spreading the word about PTK. 
Nason transferred to Columbia University this 
spring. 
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A PTK member making a Soaten for a Dec, bake 
sale fundraiser. The bake sale raised $170, which 
was donated to the Humane Society of the U.S. 
to help pets from Hurricane Sandy. 
photos by Michele Simon 


